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.it'ter the Peace of Pressburg. Pilt died exclaiming \vith his d\ing
breath. "Oh. my country how 1 love mv country!" Prussia now dec-
lared war against France but Napoleon crushed the Prussian armies at
Jena and Aurcbtudt in ISUft. The Russians were defeated at the
Battle of fried land and made peace by the Treaty of Tilsit in 1807.
All t.urope \va> :u his mercy and only FmiUmd remained unconquer-
ed.

Napoleon issued the Berlin and Milan Decrees or what is known
as his Continental System which declared the hnglish ports under
blockade and forbade France HIT,! her allies to trade with England.
The English ksucd 'Orders in Council* forbidding trade with France
and her" allie-. Portugal refined to accept the Continental System
and to close her ports lo British trade. The Continental System was
d serious mistake on Napoleon's part, ft prosed 1'atul to his cause
and made his rule hateful to the European nations

The Peninsular War (1808)

Citf/vt'.s. 1. IVruyai refused to accept the Continental System
and closed her ports to British commerce. So Napoleon sent an
army which occupied Portugal.

2. Taking advantage of a quarrel between King Charles IV of
Spain and his son. Napoleon compelled both of them to give up their
claim to kingship in favour of his own brother Joseph. The Spani-
ards revolted against the French and started a national resistance
against Napoleon.

The English took up the cause of the Spaniards and the Portu-
^ueise and thus the war began in 1808.

Kvents. An English army was sent to Portugal under Sir
Arthur Wellesley who defeated the French at Vimiero in 1808.
Shortly after, the French agreed to evacuate Portugal by the Conven-
tion of Cintra. Napoleon then himself took the command and cap-
tured Madrid. Sir John Moore, who had arrived to help the Spani-
ards, retreated before Napoleon and fought a battle with the French
at Conmna in which he fell after repulsing the French. About this
time Napoleon's attention was drawn to Austria, which had again
taken up arms against him. Taking advantage of this, Wellesley
defeated the French at Talavera in 1809 but was forced to retire to
Portugal. Wellesley (now created Viscount Wellington) next cons-
tructed double chain of entrenchments called the" Line of Torres
Vedras to check the advance of the French army. He retired behind
these lines after defeating the French at Busaco in 1810. Having
secured his hold on Portugal, Wellington was again able to take the
offensive. He defeated the French at Fencntesd. Onoro and his
subordinate, Bresford, gained a remarkable victory at the desperate
battle of Albuera. Wellington then stormed the fortress of Cindad
Rodrigo and Badajos and obtained a decisive victory over the French
at Salamanca in 1812. He then entered Madrid in triumph. But
having receiving a check at Burgos he had again to retreat to Portugal.
Taking advantage of Napoleon's disastrous campaign to Moscow,